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Burlington Junior School

Masters in Education-

Dissertation, STEM careers advice in Y6,

2019

What’s my line- Careers event through

Primary Futures

This research led me to understand the issues

and real need for careers education at primary 

school 

History-



Research including…
OECD

Career Readiness
The OECD Career Readiness 

project is designed to provide 
advice to governments, schools, 

employers and other stakeholders 
on how to best prepare young 
people to compete in an ever-

changing labour market.

Dream Jobs 2020

https://www.oecd.org/en.html
https://www.oecd.org/en.html


Careers Activities and visits-
Challenging stereotypes and breaking 
down barriers



Careers Activities
World of Work- Y6



Staff ‘buy-in’

The staff clearly see the visits 
as being beneficial to learners 
stating that’ the response you 
get from the children is great 
– they are excited to go on 
trips and come back buzzing’ 
and from another ‘getting out 
of the classroom into the real 
world and seeing things from 
a different perspective 
inspires them’.

Staff member/teacher

Matt sharing his previous 

job



• From our recent report-

• Manage Career

• In discussion about what jobs might look like in the future both groups 
had clear ideas. Year 3 and 4 thought that ‘robots will replace people for 
some jobs,’ and ‘we might have flying cars!

• Year 6 learners thought that ‘there will be different jobs in the future 
related to technology’, ‘maybe different ways of working using 
technology and robots’,’ people will need different skills in the future 
linked to technology’, and ‘some places in Tokyo already have robots 
digging and driving tractors and waitressing in restaurants’.



• I liked the visit to the preschool as I think this is an interesting job - you get to 
see the children grow but you need patience as they are only small’.

• ‘I enjoyed finding out about the fishing industry when we visited college – we 
found out that it can be dangerous as people can be lost at sea. ‘

• Year 3 and 4 said they had been inspired by people who had come into school 
including an author, musician, charity worker, pilot and an engineer. 

• They also told the assessor that they ‘wanted to be a Maths Teacher as I am 
good at maths writing and spelling’ and when asked what other skills they 
might need said ‘being calm, caring and cheerful were also important’.



Burlington Junior 
School

Gold Careers Mark Accreditation

July 20, July 22, July 24

Year 6 in particular were also able 

to identify post 16 and post 18 

options stating that ‘ you can go on 

to sixth form’, ‘you can go on to 

university if you want to but you 

don’t have to’, ‘you can do an 

apprenticeship – it’s a job earlier 

and you can get used to the job and 

train for it’, ‘we visited Whitby 

Fishing College and learned about 

fishing industry and courses you can 

do ‘. Another Year 6 commented 

that ‘people might not always have 

the money to go to university’ 

demonstrating an understanding 

that choices can be affected by a 

number of factors.



STEM Learning
Developing links for good! 

STEM Ambassadors
Absolutely excellent

Bring careers to life
Real world context
Help children to understand why they are learning a particular 
thing



Engineering- CPD to support 
ALL into STEM 



STEM Enthuse 
Partnership
So great in focusing on developing girls 
STEM engagement and attainment- and 
developing legacy links



STEM Learning
Developing links for 
good!

STEM Enthuse 
partnership-
Absolutely excellent

Helped develop links 
across schools in our 
community

Cross phase links-
Y4 and Y8







Transatlantic live link- NASA





Making it relevant



Targets going forward

• Develop further links with local business

• Continue to nurture links within our community 
and schools

• Continue to support staff with CPD/ up to date 
knowledge

•Engage parents
• Engage past pupils as role models

• Revitalise HE/FE links





Thank you!

Kate Sutton

Email address

LinkedIn:

k.sutton@bjs.eriding.net
Twitter/X:

Katesutton70

KateSutton
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